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ROUGH NOTES 


Of an Army Surgeon’s Experience, during the 
Great Rebellion, 


By J. THeopore Catuoun, M. D., 


Assistant Surgeon of the U. S. Army, and Surgeon-in-Chief 2nd 
Division, 3rd Corps. 


No, 22. 
Chancellorsville. 

Never, in the history of this bloody war, has 
there been a more terrible struggle than when Lez, 
outgeneraled by Hooxker’s masterly stategy, left 
his laboriously constructed intrenchments and met 
the Army of the Potomac, under ‘‘ Fighting Joz 
Hooxer,’’ in the mazesof the ‘‘ Wilderness.’’ Over- 
shadowed though it has been by the more recent 
contests at Gettysburgh and on the Chickamauga, 
to those who were present at Chancellorsville, the 
mention of the name recalls with vividness that 
terrible roar of artillery and that fearful rattle of 
musketry, echoing again and again through those 
continuous woods, and mingling with the shriek 
and scream and crash of the varied missiles, which 
science has contributed to render modern war still 
more fiendish than its ancient prototype. It will 
er be memorable as the field where two of the 
greatest soldiers of the age—Major-General Hiram 
G. Berry, of our army, and Stonzwa.t Jackson of 
the rebel army—met soldiers’ deaths. 

The division, the Medical Department of which 
I had the honor to have under my charge 
(Hooxgr’s old division, then commanded by Gen- 
eral Berry) was at first upon the left of our line, 
below Fredericksburg, and was afterwards sent to 
the right, reaching the scene of conflict on Friday 
afternoon just at dark. 

A large white house, perhaps half a mile to the 
rear of the Chancellor House, was assigned to me 
for my hospital. During Saturday morning, my 
division lost but few wounded, and they were most 
mfortably attended to. 

But on that afternoon, when all was still and 
quiet, SrosewaLL Jacxsox suddenly precipitated 


his whole force upon our right flank, held by the 
llth corps, which, wholly surprised, broke into 
a perfect rout. 

A panic such as that cannot be imagined, much 
less described. A mass of frightened men and 
still more frightened animals, artillery and in- 
fantry, baggage wagons, ambulances and pack 
mules, rushed down that one narrow road leading 
to the United States Ford. It was a scene of the 
wildest confusion. The enemy’s artillery opened, 
and every succeeding shell, as it burst among the 
frightened, fleeing mass, gave fresh impetus to 
their flight. 

Now don’t let the inexperienced reader apply 
the epithet ‘‘coward”’ to all that mass of fugi- 
tives. By far the larger portion of those who were 
fleeing so precipitately were brave men. This asser- 
tion is not as strange as it may seem at first sight. 
The llth corps was attacked by overwhelming 
numbers when they least expected it; and by 
troops who, for such an attack, and under such a 
General, have no superiors in any army. It is 





not to be wondered at that a panic resulted, and 
nothing is more contagious than a panic. Oft- 
times the bravest men yield to it. Independent 
of all its surroundings, the flight of such a mass 
is a terrible sight, no matter low causeless it 
may be. The terror depicted on the countenance 
of both man and horse strikes fear into the hearts 
of brave men, who have often faced death unflinch- 
ingly, but who now yield to impulse rather than 
reason. 

How Berry threw his veteran division between 
pursuers and pursued and stayed that grey-backed 
tide that was pouring down upon us, and in turn 
hurled them back with the loss of their favorite 
General,* is a matter of history and need not here 
be dilated upon. 

It was late in the afternoon, when the panic was 
nearly over—our few wounded (for at that time the 
division had not been engaged, ) had been sent to 
the rear and the surgeons had congregated around 
the house awaiting the result, when, at the edge 





* The Rebel story of the manner in which Stonzwal. Jackson 
received his death wound is very generally discredited by the 
troops composing the Second Division, Third Corps of our army, 
who assert that he was shot by that division, and support their 
belief by an array of facts, which certainly give to it an air of 





plausibility at least. 
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of the woods, across the clearing in front of the | in 1861, I have yet to see a medical officer at a battle 


house, ‘‘ bang’? went a shell. 

‘* Pretty good line shot,’’ says one. 

‘‘ Yes, and aimed at us,’’ says another. 

**Do you think so ?”’ 

The answer was needless, for another shell just 
then ploughed up the ground some considerable 
distance nearer than the first. 

‘‘Look out for the next,’’ and in an instant it 
comes along, whistling its infernal song, and, strik- 
ing the ground a few feet beyond us, ricochets and 
stops its career far behind us. It is evident that 
our hospital is their target, for the next, although 
a little high, is still a splendid line shot. 

It is a tolerably well settled principle, in this 
army, that while a division field hospital is not to 
be removed for a few accidental shells which may 
whistle around it, yet, when it is settled that it is 
deliberately fired at, it is to be abandoned. Ac- 
cordingly the Medical Director orders, as in this 
case, a remove to some spot previously selected. 

And now for another hospital scene. A large 
brick house near the Ford, with convenient out- 
buildings, has been taken as the principal hospital 
of the Third corps.. All around the house on the 
beautiful lawn and under the shade trees which 


are so plentifully interspersed, lay a multitude of | 


men, mangled and torn, Oh! how fearfully! and 
yet they bear their wounds like soldiers, uncom- 
plainingly, and with that heroism of the American 
soldier, which, however brilliant upon the battle 
field, becomes almost sublime in the hospital. 

Inside the house, room after room presents the 
same grim spectacle. 

I remember stepping into ene of the rooms in 
company with one of the most prominent cavalry 
officers of our service, to point out to him one of 
his friends—a gallant fellow, who, born and bred 
a soldier, was about to end a gallant soldier’s car- 
reer by a soldier’s death; and to those of your 
readers who have formed their ideas of army sur- 
geons from newspaper twaddle, I should like to 
picture the scene. 

To many, even of our profession, at home, the 
mention of an army surgeon presents to their 
mind’s eye, a drunken brute, whose principal em- 
ployment is to amputate every arm and leg he can 
get hold of, to drink all the hospital whiskey and 
eat all the delicacies donated for the sick, and to 
abuse the sick and wounded generally. I may 
here remark parenthetically, without attempting 
to confute the stories upon which these ideas are 
based—stories which might have less probability 
about them had not their charitable authors /or- 
gotten to state that they never were at a field hos- 
pital, until long after the enemy skedaddled ; that 


with an experience in the field dating from early | 


intoxicated in the slightest degree. 

But if those of our profession who believe these 
stories could have entered that room with me, and 
have seen that wounded hero, with one ball 
through the spine and one through the foot, and 
have seen by his side, as I did, a young doctor than 
whom there are few superiors of his age in or ont 
of the Army*—could have seen the gentleness and 
the care with which his practical hands bound up 
those wounds, or have witnessed the cheerfulness 
with which he performed for one, whom he never 
before had seen, the most menial offices, and then 





have been told that the doctor, now as gentle asa 
| Woman and as careful as a mother, had but a few 
|minutes before run the gauntlet of a most ter 
| rible fire, from which he escaped as if by a miracle, 
| he would have had a little more charity for his 

army confrires, and perhaps have imagined that 
| those who claimed the authorship of this indiscrimi- 
| nate abuse might have had some axe to grind, 
and could find no army doctor to turn the stone 
for them. 

We turn from that room and enter another. 
That poor fellow there in gray, with a leg off at 
the knee—lousy, dirty and filthy to repulsiveness, 
with his long, matted hair half covered by a gray 
slouched hat, is hardly the personification of 1 
hero, yet he is one of that motley horde, who, at 
the mandate of that able but misguided soldier, 
‘‘SronewaLL’’ Jackson, charged up to the very 
muzzles of our guns, where he fell with his knee 
shattered. 

‘¢What do you belong to, Johnnie ?’’ 

- North Carolina,’’ he replies, with the 
drawling accent peculiar to the Southern “ white 
trash,’’ ‘‘ Jackson’s corps,’’ and his face, on which 
is scarcely a trace of feeling lights up with a smile 
as he adds ‘‘ The old man gave you’s all a pretty 
good push.’’ 

‘*But we killed him.”’ 

He replies, with an incredulous shake of the 
head, “ Yer can’t kill old ‘Stonewall,’ ”’ and leav- 
ing him to hug the delusion peculiar to Jacxsor’s 
troops, we turn to another room, filled with our 
| own wounded heroes, decorated with the red, of 
the white, or the blue diamond, as the case may 
be. Looking with admiration upon those quit 
faces, we try to discern some indication of the 
dauntless bravery exhibited as they stemmed 
that terrible onslaught and faced that deadly, 
‘‘Jeaden hail and iron rain,’’ and we find it in that 
| quiet composure with which they are regarding 
their maimed or shattered limbs. 

(To be continued.) 








——t 





* Assistant Surgeon R. B. Cavics, U. 8. Army. 
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CASE OF MONSTROSITY. 
By T. J. Tuomason, M. D., 


Of Perrineville, N. J.* 

Twin male fetus born in 1862. Weighed 10 
pounds; connected anteriorly in median line from 
davicle to umbilicus. Are perfectly formed, of 
corresponding size, and just after delivery (as 
remarked by an old lady of much experience) ‘‘as 
nice a pair of babies as you would wish to look 
at.’ The mother was a healthy young woman, 
who had borne three children previously. The 
father now a soldier in the Union Army. The 
delivery was not only difficult for the mother, but- 
perplexing to the accoucheur. On the first ex- 
amination one foot presented at the os, then two 
without solicitude. When the third presented I 
ould hardly convinee myself that it was not a 
hand. Two breeches felt at the same time and 
place was a novelty. That the bodies were joined 
did not occur to me until the breeches were 
delivered, nor could it be ascertained as the pre- 
senting parts completely occupied the pelvis. At 
an early stage of the labor, I supposed they were 
ordinary twins coming together, and attempted to 
retard one and advance the other, but failed to 
acomplish it. ‘The arms caused considerable 
trouble, being passed each over the other’s head, 
but were delivered in the ordinary way. At this 
time the woman seemed much exhausted, and | 
pain ceased, but by fingers inthe mouth and pres- | 
sure on the occiput, the little fellows made their 


inanimate debut, to the great relief of the mother 
and myself. The active part of the labor occupied 
about ten hours. From the discovery of the three 
feet to the close of the labor, it was one of the 
most perplexing cases I have ever had, notwith- 
Standing the patient was strong with a mode- 





*Being an abstract of a paper read before the Medical 
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rately roomy pelvis, and had borne children 
befor 3. 

The old ladies ascribe, as the cause of this 
phenomenon, her having looked at two of her 
children, who had died of scarlatina, and were 
placed in the same coffin clasped in each others’ 
arms. We must remember that ‘‘Post hoc ergo 
propter per,’’ is not a truism. 
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EprroriAL DeEpartTMENT. 


Reviews and Book Notices. 


A Treatise on Hygiene with Special Reference 
to the Military Service. By Wm11am A. Hammonn, 
M. D., Surgeon-General U. 8. Army ; Fellow of the 
College of Physicians of Philadelphia ; Member of 
the Philadelphia Pathological Society; of the 
Academy of Natural Sciences; of the American 
Philosophical Society ; etc., etc.; pp. 604. Phila 
delphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1863. 

As the subject discussed in this book, is one of 
the greatest importance not only to the physician 
and surgeon, but to his patients whether in the 
military service or out of it, a careful exhibition of 
the merits and demerits embraced in its contents 


| cannot fail to be of benefit as well to the profession 


for whom the work was written, as to all who may 
hereafter chance to come under the treatment of those 
of the profession who may have sought instruction 
through the medium of this book. With this object 
in view therefore we propose, in a spirit of candor 
and fairness, to examine the work before us, remark- 
ing, however that we can give but an outline review, 
leaving the reader of this to follow out our ideas in 
such more extended examination of the work as the 
perusal of this review may induce him to make. 

Let us premise here that we are engaged in the 


examination of a book of five hnndred and ninety-six 


pages written ostensibly for the use of surgeons in 
the army and devoted particularly to the subject of 
hygiene as connected with and applied to the military 
service, and that work claimed to be the emanation 
of the brain and pen of the Surgeon-General of the 
army of the United States.* 

Undoubtedly the principal object of General Ham- 
MOND in publishing the work, was to furnish the 
surgeons connected with the army, with a valuable 
text book from which they may gain all proper 
instruction to enable them to perform their duties 
as surgeons in such manner as shall redound to the 
present welfare of the soldiers under their charge. 
This being the primary object of the author, it can- 
not be denied that to make his work generally 





* While Dr. HamMonp claims to be the author of the work 
it is fair to say that several of the plates given for hospitals 
and hospital iliustrations are those furnished by Dr. CHARLES 
A. Leg, of Peekskill, New York, in a paper read before the 
Medical Society of the State of New York, February 3d, 1863, 
(See transactions of that Society for 1863, page 37, et seq.) 
The facts contained in Dr. Leg’s work, were obtained by him 
during his tour through Europe, and were furnished by him 
to the Society soon after his return. While the Surgeon- 
General had the use of Dr. Lre’s paper during the time he 
was preparing his work on Hygiene, he has not deethed it 
proper to acknowledge the favor, or to give Dr. Les credit for 
some of the ideas found in it which have been substaatially 
transcribed into his own work! 
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available it should present itself in the form of a 


hand book convenient of transportation and easy | 


of reference, not cumbersome in its size, nor yet 
burthened with details, but “‘a ready reference 


book,”? so compact in form as to afford no incon- | 
venience in carriage, and so concisely and yet per- | 
fectly arranged, as to enable the person seeking | 


information from it, readily to turn to any required 


subject. Any work encumbered with numerous mat- 
| voluminous character of the work may be attributed 


ters not germain to the object of the treatise, and 
written in a diffuse style, giving evidenceof pedantry 
in its author, depreciates in value, as the irrelevancy 
of its contents increases, while on the other hand 
simplicity of style and conciseness and perspicuity 
in arrangement, are always most 
characteristics in the polished and useful author. 
This being true we deem it proper here to say that 
General Hammonn’s book is not the work upon 
Hygeine which is needed in the army of the United 
States. Why? There are many reasons why this is 
so; some of which we shall give hereafter. . 

We may say here that we admire the style of the 
work. General HAMMonD is a scholar, and in the 
book under consideration exhibits convincing proof 
that his education has been used to advantage. In 
grammatical construction, in beauty of expression, 
and symmetry of composition, the work before us 
would compare favorably with most of, the medical 
works of the day; nay more, the style of language 
would afford a fair example for the emulation of 
authors generally. But it must be remembered that 
the true value of the fruit does not consist in the 
splendor of its outside coating or the beauty and 
symmetry of the mechanical arrangement in which 
its juices are contained, but rather in the richness, 
flavor, and nutritive qualities of those juices. So the 
true value of a book does not consist in its beautiful 
construction or harmony of expression, but rather 
in the amount of instruction it contains, and in the 
soundness of the teachings embraced in its contents. 

General HamMonpD tells us that his work has been 
written during the performance of the arduous duties 
which have devolved upon him as Surgeon-General ; 
and, indeed, the book gives evidence of hasty pre- 
paration. Many of the topics are treated in a crude 
manner, and the work contains much material having 
little or no connection with the special object for 
which it professes to have been written, while many 
ideas are advanced, which to the physician of expe- 
rienee must at once be seen to be founded upon false 
theories, and therefore, of detriment to the general 
object of the work. We may here be allowed to 
discuss the question whether Dr. HaAmMMoND can be 
presumed to have had the time needed to devote to 
the deliberate preparation of a work upon so import- 
ant a subject while burthened with the cares, and 
employed in the duties of the responsible office of 
Surgeon-General of the United States, particularly 


while half a million men and more were actively | 


engaged in its armies. 
Setting aside the evidences of the lack of such 
time, or at any rate, of its beneficial employment, as 


they appear in the work itself, let us call attention | 


to other facts bearing upon this question which must 


show conclusively that the engagements of Dr. Ham- | 


MOND were such as must have precluded the possi- 
bility of his being able to devote proper attention to 
the subject about which he has written. Now the 
author says, “‘I had for several years given a large 
portion of my leiswre to the study of Hygeine, rather, 
however, in a desultory way than with any sys- 
tematic object in view. I concluded to devote the 
hours which would otherwise have been passed in 
rest upon the more important subjects belonging to 
the science of Hygeine, especially those which have 
a bearing upon the military service ;?? and then he 
adds that ‘it is not pretended that this volume is 
compiete,’? and mentions several subjects which he 
deems fit topics for discussion in a work of this 
nature. 
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ON Ny 
| Now this work, as we learn from the title, is 
intended especially for the benefit of the army, and 
for the use of surgeons connected therewith, and yet 
we are told in the introduction that, “ one object,» 
which the author had in view, “‘ was to lay before 
the profession, and those who contemplate entering 
it some of the principal facts which bear upon the 
| hygienic condition of man in causing, preventing, 
and curing disease.?? Thus it would seem that the 


to the two-fold object had in view by the author, yet 
there is no one but must concede that there should 
of right be great difference between a work upon 


| Hygiene adapted to the use of the army, and a work 


upon the same subject intended for the use and 
instruction of “the profession” generally. There 


| are many topics which should be discussed in the 


one, and omitted entirely in the other for reasons 
which are obvious, and we may be pardoned for the 
suggestion that in the work before us there are many 


| subjects dilated upon the discussion of which can be 
of no benefit whatever to the army, and only serve 


to make cumbersome a work which (intended as 
this is declared to be by its title) should be concise 


in style, and condensed in form, so as to be easy of 


transportation, nay always with the surgeon ready 
for reference in camp, upon the march, and in the 
field and hospital. : 

We have intimated that the professional and 
official duties of Dr. Hammonp evidently precluded 
him from devoting proper time and attention to the 
work he has given forth tothe profession. Let us 
see if this is not so. 

Dr. HammonpD for nearly if not quite two years 
past has been acting as Surgeon-General, an office 
the duties of which render it no sinecure. Indeed 
it is well known that their proper performance 
demanded all the time and attention of the incum- 
bent, and could he have had much more time than 
nature and his physical strength permitted to be 
devoted thereto, it is difficult to presume that he 
would have found any moment, in which he would 
have had nothing left to do in connection therewith. 
Nay, even if he had called around him the elite of 
the profession in the whole nation for assistante and 
counsel, as the nécessities of the service demanded 
he should, yet would there have been found ample 
employment for the master spirit of the whole, and 
the work of the department with their assistance 
and his undivided attention could not have been too 
well performed. Yet with all this demand upon 
his time, and draft upen his energies, to say nothing 
of the terribly disorganized condition which it is 
claimed, he found the department in, necessarily 
growing out of his official position, the author has 
assumed to devote a portion of that time and atten- 
tion to the production of the mammoth work under 
examination, and it would seem equally true of the 
results of his efforts as he admits in regard to his 
| previous studies ‘‘ for several years ”’ that his labors 
| have been made “ rather in a desultory way than with 
| any systematic object in view.” 

With these preliminary remarks let us proceed to 
amore critical examination of the book. We find 
the first one hundred and forty-five pages devoted toa 
| discussion of matters entirely foreign to a work upm 
military Hygiene or rather to a work upon Hygeine 
intended for the use of surgeons in the camp, the 

field, and hospital. They are devoted to matters 
more especially of importance to the recruiting 
service ; and even for that purpose or any purpose 
| whatever connected with the military service, the 
topics might have been judiciously condensed, 80 38 
to embrace all the valuable matter now found in 
them in a convenient book of not more than forty 
pages, which would be far preferable to the expanded 
form in which the matter appears in the work before 
us. For, as with a work for the camp and hospital, 
| so with a treatise for the recruiting service, the mor 
i condensed in form, concise in construction, add 
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ect in arrangement, the book is found to be, the | 


REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 


better will it be adapted for use in the branch of | 


service for which it is intended. In this part of the 
work we find a dissertation upon sex, and hereditary 
tendencies, morbid habits, sexual diseases, etc., etc., 
all which seems to be entirely foreign to the subject 
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But to proceed ; ozone is by the author classed as a 
non-essential. Is this true? Let us admit that the 
discovery (or, perhaps, we should say the elucidation) 


| of this substance is of but recent date, and yet the 


of military Hygiene, and we might even add some- | 


what ridiculous as a component part of such a work, 
and yet one hundred and forty-five pages are occu- 
ied with these and such like matters ! 

Now it wil! not be pretended for one moment that 
the discussion of the various diseases to which 
females are liable, can be of sufficient importance to 
warrant an author in encumbering a medico-military 
work with them! Dr. H. however may have to be 
pardoned on the score of gallantry, for it must be 
admitted that no other motive can be urged in exten- 
gation of this part of his treatise. 

Again, chapter 2 of section 3 of the book (forty- 
four pages in all) is devoted to the accidental or 
non-essential constituents of the atmosphere, and 
the Doctor includes in this class a number of ingre- 
dients some of which the professional man will at 
once perceive, are not only not non-essential, but are 
atually essential to the atmosphere. Thus carbonic 


whole scope of experiment and investigation upon 
the subject leads to the reasonable‘conclusion that 
ozone is in all* probability oxygen in its highest or 
most pure state. Certain it is that the air is never 
so pure or healthful as when it contains the greatest 


| quantitv of ozone and experiment teaches us that 


this state exists immediately after thunder showers 
which for ages past have been considered nature’s 
great purifiers of the atmosphere, as well as in clear 
cold weather in winter, and at great altitudes from 
the earth. The experience of aeronauts in reference 
to this matter, is of importance in this connection, 
and from it we learn the beneficial effects of even 


| their flying visits to those regions among and above 
‘the clouds, in which ozone exists as a constituent of 


aid gas is, by the author, placed in this class, and | 


yet the physician well knows, nay, almost every 
school boy, who has taken lessons in the elementary 
works on physiology or chemistry, has been taught 
that one of the constant ingredients of the atmos- 
phere, is this very clement. Jt exists in the atmos- 
phere to a greater or less degree always, and as its 
existence in too great quantities would be, and is 


detrimental to health, so it is fair to presume, that | 
its entire absence from the atmosphere would, per- | 


haps, be equally detrimental. It is well known that 
itis this very element which forms an important 
constituent in the support of vegetable life, and 
when we consider the fact that an all wise Provi- 
dence has made it an element ever present in the 
air we breathe, the inference is natural that he 
intended it to be an important and 
constituent part thereof. But Dr. HamMMonD thinks 
to the contrary. 

80 Jodine is placed by the author in the same class 
while he concedes that it is always present in the 
atmosphere. Dr. HamMonpd verifies HeRAPATH’S 
experiments on this subject, yet he negatives his 
observation by classing iodine as he does. Is he not 
nistaken in terming this substance a non-essential ? 


essential | 


| or accidentals by the author. 


Is it not well known that iodine as a medicine, is | 


one of the most invaluable of remedial agents? 
Nay more; is it not proven by experience, and 
generally conceded, that those localities are most 
advantageous for recuperation from many forms of 


disease in which iodine predominates as an element | 


in the atmosphere, to the greatest extent. 
Himmonp says: “‘A great portion of the benefit 
derived by invalids from a residence at the sea-shore, 
isto be ascribed to an increased amount of iodine 
taken into the system through the lungs.’? And yet 
forsooth the learned author for the instruction of 
“those about to enter the profession,” informs us 
that this subtle element is a non-essential or acci- 
dental constituent of the very air, by the inhaling of 
Which we obtain greater or less recuperating benefit 
i proportion as’ it contains a greater or less quan- 
tity of this same so-termed non-essential. Yet, 
Dr. HamMOND in‘orms us that “the expired air 
contains but a fifth part of the iodine of the inspired 
air, the balance ( four-fifths) being fixed in the blood.” 
Can it be possible that divinity in providing that so 
much of this element being respired, should be 


Even Dr. | 


the atmosphere to a greater extent than in positions 
nearer the earth. Dr. Hammonr tells us of the good 
effects of the existence of this element in the air, and 
yet in full view of this concession, and with the 
proof furnished by experiment and experience before 
him, has failed to find the true conclusion which 
must be deduced therefrom, to wit: that ozone is an 
essential element of the atmosphere. 

But again ‘‘ aqueous vapor” (in common par- 
lance, moisture) is placed by the author among the 
accidentals and non-essentials, and that too, with 
the well known truth to guide him, that this is an 
indispensable element both to animal and vegetable 
life. The fact that its existence in excess is injurious 
to a greater or less extent does not in any way prove 
that its actual existence in the air is not essential to 
huinan life, but, on the contrary, only tends to show 
the wisdom of the Creator in fixing the proper 
measure of its existence, and giving to man who is 
to be benefitted by it a degree of intelligence which 
will enable him to develope remedies against dele- 
terious effects from its existence in excess. 

Similar remarks may be made in reference to some 
of the other elements which are termed non-essentials 
But enough, what we 
have said thus far, will be sufficient at least, to 
demonstrate how important it is that he who 
assumes to become a teacher to “the profession” 
should first properly inform himself upon the sub- 
jects in regard to which he would impart instruc- 
tion. 

We might mention numerous other doctrin’s laid 
down in the work which are equally erroneous, but 
we should be doing so at the risk of becoming liable 
to criticism on*account of the extent of our review, 
and we therefore forbear. 

The remarks made as to the space devoted to 
matters connected with the recruiting service, are 
equally applicable to other portions of the work. In 


| many instances too much space has been needlessly 


Tetained in the system, and thereby so materially | 


affecting and benefitting this frame of man was yet 
mistaken in declaring it essential, and that to the 
accomplished author of “‘ Hammonp’s Hygiene” has 
been reserved the honor of the discovery of the mis- 
take, and the privilege of casting off the scales from 


occupied in the discussion of subjects entirely foreign 
to a practical work upon military hygiene, and in 
many more the author has devoted entirely too much 
time to the discussion even of subjects germain to 
the objects of the work, while it is equally true that 
some topics of the greatest importance in such a 
treatise have received but acursory glance at his 
hands, and have been treated upon in a manner 
which entirely fails to furnish proper instruction to 
either student or surgeon. All these defects will be 
readily perceived upon a careful perusal of the 
work. 

It may not be inappropriate for us to give our 
ideas as to what should constitute a proper and con- 
venient work upon Hygiene for the use of surgeons 
in the army. We remark that the army proper is 
divided into three divisions ; the hospital, the bar- 
rack, and the field; the hospital and barrack being 
so entirely allied that they may be safely classed 
together. Now it seems to us that all that is requi- 


the eyes of Him who seeth as man hath never seen. | site in a work upon military hygiene is that, it 
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should, in a concise manner, treat of such subjects | 
as refer particularly to men in either.of these divi- | 
sions, and contain all proper suggestions as to the 
laws of health, and the conduct and care of the men 
as affecting their health. The principle topics of the 
portion of the work devoted to the hospital service 
would naturally be, Hospital construction, including 
light, heat, ventilation, air, drainage, cleanliness, 
clothing, food, and its proper preparation for the | 
sick and wounded; while the subjects which would | 
be naturally embraced within the limits of the trea- | 
tise devoted to the army proper, in addition to most 
of the above topics, would be climate, grounds, the | 
selection of proper places for encampment, with 
reference to wood, water, air, and drainage; the 
eonstruction of temporary hospitals (involving many 
of the considerations incident to the construction of 
general hospitals) and the general effects of climate, | 


water, air, and food, upon the soldier whether in | 


health or sickness. Now, if it is deemed essential at 
all, that any portion of the work should be devoted 
to matter connected with the recruiting service, all 
that need be said concerning the same, need not 


occupy more than forty pages octavo, while not | 


more than one hundred pages need be occupied in 
the treatise upon hospitals, and the subjects con- 


nected therewith; and forty pages would amply | 


suffice for the part devoted to the army in the field. 
Thus it will be seen that instead of Dr. HammonnD’s 
large medical library edition of near six. hundred 
pages, we only need a small work of less than two 
hundred pages, and that such a work as the surgeon 
might easily carry in his pocket, and have it always 
at hand for reference. 

If the government is to supply each surgeon and 
assistant surgeon in the army, with a work upon 
hygiene, the considerations above set forth, are of 
importance too upon the question of expense, for it 
will readily be perceived that such a work as we 
have advised need not cost the government one-sixth 
as much as the cumbersome work of Dr. Hammonp, 
while it might be got up at greatly less expense in 
pamphlet form in say three parts: the first devoted 
to the recruiting service ; the second to hospitals ; 
and the third to the army inthe field; neither of 
which pamphlets would cost over twenty-five cents. 
In this way the government would be able to supply 
the army with a book far more useful than Dr. Ham- 
MOND’S for an amount not exceeding one-twentieth 
the sum it would be obliged to pay out if it supplies 
its surgeons with the work before us. True, in these 
days of fat contracts and large expenditures, we are 
fast forgetting the old rule of counting the cost of a 
thing before it is bought, and it may hg thought that 
the little item which might be thus saved, would not 
amount to much when compared with the millions 
that are now being squandered. Yet we submit if the 
government is to be saddled with expenditures for 
medical works for the surgeons in the service, care 


should be taken that the largest prices should not be | 


paid for the books containing the smallest amount 
of beneficial information, and equal care should be 
taken that the book purchased should be of such a 
character as to embrace a concise and lucid discus- 
sion of all topics necessary for the information of 


the surgeon, and at the same time, of such size as | 


not to be repulsive or inconvenient to him by reason 
of its cumbersomeness. 

We deem it needless further to examine Dr. Ham- 
MOND’S work. As we said in the commencement, 
there are many things for which it should be com- 
mended, but there are also many things in it which 
are liable to criticism, and which must render it 
highly objectionable for the purpose for which it 
was written. A proper work on military hygiene 
for the use of the army, is greatly needed. We have 
many eminent sanitarians in the country, who are 
capable of giving the army and the profession the 
book required, and if the remarks we have made in 


| perceive any effect whatever. 
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a, 
tion to the subject, and induce them to devote a 
little time to a labor which will be productive of the 
greatest benefit to the army, we shall have accom. 
plished the sole object we have aimed at in writing 
this review. , 


2>+Oe-e 


Periscope. 


Brainwork and Longevity. 

The philosophers ought to have length of days for 
their portion, seeing how their pursuits ought to 
elevate them above the disturbances of life. And 
such is, in fact, the operation of their mode of life, 
by which their faculties are furnished with constant 
entertainment on subjects which would seem to lie 


| outside the range of uneasy passions, while creating 


or exciting the noblest moral emotion. And an 
unusual amount of healthy longevity is, in fact, 
found among philosophers—whether mathemati- 
cians, naturalists, or speculative students. Such 
things have been heard of as Strifes in those serene 
fields of thought; such sights have been seen as 
faces furrowed with fretfulness, or’ working with 
passion ; but the old age of many philosophers is, 
at this moment, an honor to their vocation. Peter 
Barlow was, when he lately died at 82, the same 
Peter Barlow that he had been to two generations of 
friends and disciples. Sir David Brewster is still 
active and occupied at the same age. The late Mr. 
Tooke did not puzzle his brain about the currency 
too much to be still up to the subject at 86. Sir 
Roderick Murchison is past 70, and so is Sir J. 
Herschel. Literature ought to have the same opera- 
tion as science; but it seems to have more room for 
agitations and anxieties, except in the case of 
authors who live in and with their work, exempt 
from self-regard. Jacob Grimm was a very perfect 
example of the philosophic serenity which a literary 
career can yield; and he lived to 78. There is some 
thing remarkable in the longevity of literary women 
in modern times, even if we look not beyond our 
own country. Mrs Piozzi and Mrs. Delaney perhaps 
searcely enter within the conditions; and the still 
lamented Jane Austen was under an early doom 
from consumption ; but Miss Edgeworth was above 
80 when she died; Joanna and Agnes Baillie were 
older still; and Mrs. Trollope died the other day at 
84. The artists who have departed lately have been 
old. Biot was 87, and Vernet 74. Our Mulready was 
a and Cockerell, the architect, was 73.— Once a 
eek. 


Sarracenia Purpurea in Small Pox. 


In noticing a report of Dr. N. C. Levines who 
used this substance without obtaining any result 
whatever in its favor, the editor of the Chicago 
Medical Journal says ‘* We have also used it in seve 
ral cases. In the majority of them we could not 
In one case of 4 
young man where the variolous eruption made its 
appearance so thick as to indicate a severe form of 
the disease, we gave an infusion of the Sarracenia 
freely, and the entire eruption proved abortive, dry- 
ing up completely about the fifth day without sup- 
purating. No doubt such occurrences have been 
noticed by others, even when the Sarracenia has not 
been used, and hence they must be regarded a 


this review, shall have the effect to call their atten- | accidental.” 
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PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 12, 1864. 


MEDICAL ORGANIZATION. 


The season of the year approaches when the | 


American Medical Association and most of our 
State Medical Societies hold their annual meet- 


ings. Yet there are hundreds and thousands of | 


—_— oe 


| 
| 


165 


hundred atin at its annual gatherings pro- 
moting the sanitary welfare of the population 
of this great Commonwealth. And what is true 
of this State is equally true of others accarding 
to their population. 

The small number of medical societies that 


exist, is not at all flattering to the intelligence 


| and desire to acquire knowledge of the members 


intelligent medical men residing in all parts of the | 


eountry, who will have no part nor lot in the | 


matter simply for the want of local organizations. 
And why are not such societies formed in counties 
and towns where there are enough physicians to 


form them? Does not our profession know that 


in organization and union there is strength, 


and that as ‘‘iron sharpeneth iron, so a man 


sharpeneth the countenance of his friend ?’’ How 


of our profession. We trust that our remarks will 
| have the effect of stimulating medical men in this 
important matter of organization. 

a . 


| MEDICAL COLLEGE COMMENCEMENTS. 


The medical colleges of the country have been 


| doing a very excellent business the past winter, 
| 


| in the way of large class« 


| intelligent graduates this spring. 


many physicians there are, who would gain ideas | 
| army and navy, are urgent, and when the war is 


that would be invaluable to him on the subject of 
treating cerebro-spinal meningitis, and other epi- 
now prevailing in different parts 


demics that are 


28, and, we should judge 
turning out unusually 
We 


The demands 


from appearances, are 
believe 
they will all be needed. of the 


over, there will be a large demand to supply the 


' wants of the southern section of the country. 


of the country, by intercourse with their brethren ! 


How instructive to them, and beneficial to the 


community it would be for them to meet and 
compare notes of the history, course, pathology, 
and treatment of these various epidemics ! 


We would again urge upon our readers the 


importance of giving this subject their immediate 


attention. Let a call be issued through our pages, 
meetings of physicians in differ- 


the 


or otherwise, for 


ent localities for purpose of organization. 


Such a call would come very properly from the 
physicians in county towns or other 
or populous town ina county. Let some one 
who appreciates the importancé of medical socie- 
take 


doubt 


ties, the initiative in the matter, and we 


not he will find others prepared to. act 
immediately. 

Of the sixty-nine counties of which this State 
is composed, eighteen only, we believe, contain 
medical organizations. 
who not readers of the 


eal men in the State, are 


Rerorter. Now, we say to each one of them, that 
acertain amount of responsibility in this matter, 
It to this 


State to see its medical society composed of only a 


rests upon him. is disgraceful great 


handful of men, when it should have over 


' annual commencement exercises. 


As usual, New York takes the lead in the 


3elow will be 


found an account of the proceedings in each 


' school: 


important | 


|. offered by the Rev. Dr. Bracu. 
' the College, Prof. Isaac 


There are very few medi- 


| Israel Pry r, 


| Stevenson, 


two | 


Bellevue Hospital Medical Coll: ge. 
On Thursday, March 3d, the Academy of Music 
crowded to its utmost 


and fashionable audience, t 


was extent, with a most 


brilliant ) witness the 
third 
Medical College. 
ing, the Academy was filled, and hundreds were 


commencement of the Bellevue Hospital 
Long before the hour of open- 


turned away unable to gain even standing-room. 
‘Wedding 
> the orchestra under the lead of Mr. Cant 


The exercises were commenced by the ‘ 
March,’ 
BereGMan, after which the opening prayer was 
The President of 
F. TAYLor, 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine on the following 


then conferred 


gentlemen: 


British Possessions.—Joseph Dennison, M. C. 
Watson Porter, 8S. Wesleburp, M. Levy, Charies R 
Peter Moffats. 

New Hampshire.—J. M. Viele, G. B. Perry 

Vermont.—George A. Fasette, Edward W. Jenks. 

Massachusetts.—Stebbins Foskett, Edward R. Wheeler. T. S 
Hanchet, T. R. Whillemore, Jobn T. Cole, G. W. Emerson, F 
Livermore. 

Connecticut.—J 

New York.-—Chas 


McCauslane, 
Metlar 


H, Putnam, R. B. Brownell. 
L. George, Edwin N. Colt, Jr. ; 
Dwight, M. Walcott, James Ruggles, Jr.; Genis H. Franklin, 
David Monroe, Jos, A. Clutteden, Jas. Y. Tuttle, G. Augustus 
Pretzmier, Jos. D. Little, Wesley C. Earle, Myron M. Wheeler, 
M. M. Wyckoff, Thomas R. Cooley, William T 
ge C. Lawson, 8. B. Dubois, L. 0. Corteloon, W. G. 
G. H. Marvin, L. L. Toger, D. B. Tallman, E. P 
Miller, J. R. Robinson. 
New Jersey. —Wm. E. Schenck, Wm, B 

Church, Charles R. Melden. Franklin Booth 


M. Everett 


Lusk, Ge 


Lane, Samuel B 
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Pennsylvania.—Alonzo D. Barchet, Gflbert Fixten, W. 
Bonebrake. 

Maryland.—Henry A. Inbors, Wm. G. Harrison, Jr.; J. K. 
Birkebyle. 

District of Columbia.—Wm. E. Roberts, J. T. Young. 

Virginia.—John Kerker. 

Tennessee. —Oliver G. Sherman, Wm. J. Brandon. 

Kentucky.—Stain H. McCann, John W. McCoft, Robert E. 
Parker, Lewis D. Castentine. 

Ohio.—Charles J. Dutton, Benj. F. Mott, Bey Tappan, Jr ; 
George E. Walton, George Gamble, Alphonso D. Rockwell, 
Robert F. Brooks, Thomas C. Bradford, Oscar Britton, Jr. ; 
William Beebe, John W. Long, H. P. Wagner. 

Indiana.—Joseph G. Rodgers, Oscar A. Lewis, Robert H. 
Cook, W. G. Warner, J. B. Dorne. 

Illinois.—Jos. H. Reynolds, N. B. Crawford, R. H. Baker, 
J. 8. Underwood. 

Missouri.—Abner Morton, Wm. M. Tuttle. 

Michigan.—Henry C. Ely. 

-Wisconsin.—Wm. H. Hamson. 

California.—Alexander Lowe, J. Joshua Edwards, A. T. 
Soule. 

Cuba.—C. H. Sayres. 


Diplomas were also given to be forwarded to the 
families of Evcene O. Rows, of New York, and 
Cuar.es E. Harris, of Nova Scotia, lately deceased. 
The President, in the presentation, paid a beauti- 
ful and feeling tribute to their worth, and many 
good qualities. Prof. Austin Fuint delivered the 
address to the graduates, congratulating them 
that they had finished their studies, and were now 


members of the professiony’and assuring them | 


that, though they were now to be separated after 
so long a period of constant intercourse, the good 
wishes of the Faculty would always be with them. 
His remarks were listened to with great attention, 
and received with applause. The Valedictory was 
then delivered by Wituiam T. Lusk, of the Gradu- 


ating Class. It was a very able, thorough, and 


scholarly production, and was very well received. 


A magnificent basket of flowers was sent him 
during his speech. Hon. S'mzon Drapgr, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trustees, Gzorcre F. TaLtuman, 


EDITORIAL. 
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E. Kilpatrick, James Lawyer, Cornelius O'Leary, Jeremiah 
O’Leary, George C. Raynolds, Henry Richings, Joseph 4. 
Robinson, Joseph H. W. Scott, Wm. U. Selover, James W. 
Sibley, Carlton W. Spicer, Samuel B. Smallwood, Jos. Sted. 
man, Theodore H. Studdiford, Bliss 8. Thorn, Hiram Warreg 
James Gath Webster, Leander R. Webster, H. Goodell Whit. 
_ Taneuil D. Weisse, David T Whyborn, Allun N. Wij. 
iamson. 


Certificates of honor were conferred on 


James Moore, Charles M. McLaury, Gottlieb T. Donner, 
Cornelius O'Leary, Jeremiah O’Leary, William U. Selover, 
Edward M. Gonzales, Faneuil D. Weisse, George B. Coruell, 
John T. Goddard, George W. Newman, Nathaniel Matson. 


The following prizes were awarded : 


Prof. Morr’s Bronze Medal, to Dr. CHaARtzs M, 
McLaovgig, for the best book of recorded lectures, 

Prof. Metcaur’s First Prize, (a pocket-case of 
instruments) to Dr. James Moors, for the best 
book of recorded cases of the Clinic. 

Second Prize, (a case of instruments for post- 
mortem examinations) to Dr. Wm. H. B. Post, 
‘for the second best record of cases. 

An eloquent Valedictory to the Graduating 
Class, was delivered by Prof. Cuar.es A. Bopp. 
Music by Dopworta’s band, and the benediction 
| by Chancellor Ferris concluded the proceedings, 
} 





New York Ophthalmic School. 


| On the 19th ult. the twelfth annual commence- 
| ment of this institution was held at the chapel of 
the New York University. The lecture-room was 
‘crowded with ladies and gentlemen. Rev. Dr. 
, ANDERSON opened the exercises with prayer. §. 

Jenner, A. M, made the introductory remarks. 
| Dr. Garrisa read out the names of the following 


| graduates : 


| ©. D. Woodruff, J. H. Dodson, M. D.; Anber Martin, M.D.; 
| A. E. Carrier, W. C. Osterloh, M. D. ; Dr. C. M. Wight, United 
| States Army ; George Palmer; W. W. Gardiner, M. D.; E. V. 
| Kendig; J. Dennison; S. W. Burns; J. W. Long; D. Breker; 


Esq., and Rev. Dr. CHexever, of the Board of | J. F. Nagle; J. L. Morril; G. S. Needham, A. B.; J. Spri 


Trustees, also made excellent speeches, . which 
were received with much enthusiasm. 

The Alumni of this and other medical colleges, 
and very many prominent citizens, were on the 
stage, and added dignity to the occasion. 


Medical Department of the New York Uni- 
versity. 


At the commencement of the Medical Depart- 
ment of the New York University, held on the 
evening of March 4, at the University, on Wash- 
ington square, there was a large attendance. 
Chancellor Ferris presided, and opened the meet- 
ing with prayer. 

The following list of graduates, on whom was 
conferred the degree of M. D., was read: 


Joseph W. Alsop, Jr,; E. R. Bardin, Nelson W. Bates, Geo. 
Beebe, C. E. Bellington, Edwin G. Bradley, Edward V. Brown, 
Marvin S. Buttles, Iretus G. Cardner, Frank T. Chadwick, 
Robert J. Lemont, Josef F. Martinez, Nathaniel Matson, Aug. 
T. Mills, Charles M. McLaurie, Del. McClary, James Moore, 
Charles W. Neff, George W. Newman, Charles 0’Hanlon, Geo. 
B. Cornell, Frank Cottie, Albert H. Cramp, Gottlieb I. Donner, 
Thomas W. Dresser, Wm. W. Eaton, John T. Goddard, Chas. 
A. Gorse, Edward M. Gonzales, Charles L. Green, Stephen 8. 
Green, Wm. R. Hamilton, Gideon A. Hawley, Jas. W. Hughes, 
De Forest Hunt, George W. Johnston, Eli V. Kendig, James 


| Underwood, M. D.; E. B. Miller, M. D.; J. H. Harris; W. F. 
J. Smith; D. A. Holdon, M. D. 

| The following students passed the best examin- 
ation : 

J. Sprigg Underwood, M. D.; David Breker, A. B. ; George 
G. Needham, A. B. 

Dr. Marcus P. SterHenson, one of the attending 
surgeons, was next introduced, who made al 
‘elaborate address on the importance of the study 
of ophthalmic medicine and surgery. His remarks 
were frequently applauded. Mr. Geo. G. Nesp 
nam, A. B. made the Valedictory Address, which 
was very ably performed, and much applauded. 
The benediction having been pronounced the 
meeting dispersed. 

The following resolutions were passed by the 
Graduating Class of 1863 and ’64. 


Resolved, That we, the members of the graduating class of 
the New York Ophthalmic School and Hospital, deeply regret 
the late illness of Dr. Mark SrepuENson, which has ocea- 
sioned the loss to our class of his valuable lectures on Ana 
tomy, Pathology and treatment of diseases of the Eye. f 

Resolved, That we highly appreciate the able manner 2 
which the chair, thus rendered vacant, has been filled by Dr. 
Maxcus P. SrePHENSON, whose ardent devotion to this impor 
tant branch of medical science and admirable talents as 
lecturer we cannot sufficiently praise. 





Resolved, That we inyite Dr. M. P. SrepHEenson to repesi, 
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the next session, the interesting course of lectures on Oph- | 
iimie Medicine and Surgery, to which we have, during the | Correspondence. 
past winter, had the satisfaction of listening. 
: J. Spriaa Unperwoop, M. D. 
; Davin Brexer, A. B. 
Gerorce G. Neepuaw, A. B. 
Committee. 


FOREIGN. 


LETTERS FROM Dr. W. N. COTE. 
Paris, Feb. 11, 1864. 


Resignation of Rayer. 


| 
| 
>-+Ore 
| 





Notes and Comments. 


The Philadelphia College of Dental Surgery. . 
The natal period of this institution happened on ‘ You no doubt remember that about a year ago the 
a day that comes around only once in four entrant, by an —— -< his will, ap- 
years! Its commencement was held on the 29th pointed Dr. Saran as Dean of the edical Faculty 
: .,. | in this city, much to the annoyance and displeasure 

of February, when six young men received its Sei 2 : 
a i of both professors and students. Finding his situa- 

diploma recognizing them as Doctors in Dental 


; , tion altogether intolerable, he has lately tendered 
Surgery. The Valedictory Address given by Prof. | nis resignation which has been accepted. The 


¢. A. Kinessury was an able production calcu-| Emperor has conferred upon the retiring Dean, the 
lated to encourage the graduates, and invite them | Cross of Grand Officer of the Legion of Honor. I 
to an honorable and useful career. | am not aware that any one has as yet been called 
At the conclusion of the exercises there was a | upon to fill his place. It is to be hoped that the 
gathering at Dr. Kinesspury’s, where two or three | Emperor will see the necessity as well as the pro- 
hours were very pleasantly spent in social inter- | priety of restoring to the Faculty a prerogative with 
course. There were a number of dentists present which he had no right to interfere. 


from different parts of the country. | Application of Collodion to Inflamed Surfaces. 


This college has begun under very favorable; ‘The Union Médicale publishes a letter from Dr. 
auspices, and bids fair to do much to promote the | Benorst, of Nieusville, Vienna, in which he describes 
advancement of the dental profession in this | a most curious and valuable application of collodion 
country. Philadelphia promises to take the lead | founded on the theory that inflammations are pro- 
hereafter in dental, as she long has done in; moted and fed, as it were, by the ambient air. 
medical education. She has two dental colleges | Collodion, you are aware, is perfectly impenetrable 
now, both possessing able faculties and excellent | P°th to water and air, and hence a coating of collo- 

| dion laid on the skin with the brush, effectually 


facilities for teaching. An honorable emulation | : : ad? 
| excludes the air from it. I subjoin some of the 


between them will be to their mutual advantage, | results obtained by Dr. Benorst: A man of forty- 
and react favorably on the dental profession. | five, generally in the enjoyment of perfect health, 
| was attacked with phlegmonous erysipelas, which 

Discovery of Anesthetics. | spread over the hand and forearm. In the course of 

The series of articles in course of publication in | six hours these two parts had become nearly double in 
our columns discussing the merits of the anes-| size, and their surface was covered with phlyctenas 
thetic question, is attracting’much attention, and | or watery pimples. The whole inflamed part imme- 
having the effect of vindicating the claims of | diately received a coating of collodion, and on the 
Weits to the honor of first demonstrating the following day the diminution of the swelling became 
benefit of using anesthetics in surgical operations. apparent by me eotiodion being seperated from the 
In this connection we would call attention to the aia, ent antag Pha egpenaase of an aman ea 


Three days later, the man returned to his work per- 
extract on another page from a recent lecture of ia i Pica 


the dist; 2 : fectly recovered. A few months after the same 
e distinguished chemist, Dr. R. Ocpex Doneuos, affection returned to the same place, but this time 


of New York. accompanied with fever; collodion was again ap- 
plied, and with the same success. In a second case 
Pennsylvania Hospital. the inflammation and swelling were produced by a 

Dr. JosepH Pancoast has resigned the post of | thorn, and the tumefaction was so great that the 
Surgeon to the Pennsylvania Hospital. His place | thorn could not be got at. The swelling disappeared 
has been filled by the appointment of Dr. Tuomas | a8 if by enchantment under a coating of collodion, 
Gsorcg Morton. Dr. Morton is one of the rising and the thorn was afterward extracted by means of 
surgeons of Philadelphia, and the appointment is | 2” incision. In a third case, that of a youth of six- 
& judicious one. teen, diffused phlegmons were complicated with 
ee ee rheumatism in the joints and typhus fever. The 

Dr. F. Hivkre, Assistant Surgeon U. 8. A., illness was long and sevygre, and had not the phleg- 
Whose experience in the use of the permanganate | Mons been conquered by the application of collo- 
of potash has been very extensive, is about to | dion, the patient would most probably have died. 
Teport his observations to the Surgeon-General. In a fourth case, erratic erysipelas was the affection, 
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and it yielded to the same application, but collodion rarefaction within reasonable limits, for the im. 
proved ineffectual in an inflammation of the burse | mense depths of the ocean, measuring thousands of 
mucose of the knee-joint, when it became necessary | fathoms, for instance, are unfit for animal life, and 
to employ emollient poultices, and to open the way fish that by way of experiment, have been let down 
to suppuration by incision. The fifth case was that | to such depths, have been brought up again dead, 
of a woman aged thirty-two, who was attacked with The effects of the pressure of the atmosphere, though 
a@ peritonitis in consequence of her having been jolted | tolerably well known before, have been quite recently 
for a long time in a cart on an excessively uneven tested in England, where it has been found that 


road. The inflammation extended all over the 
region of the peritoneum, notwithstanding the ap- 
plication of leeches, and opening a vein. At last, 
collodion was resorted to, and the effect was aston- 
ishing. In a few hours all the symptoms disappeared. 
But before the patient was entirely recovered, she 
had the imprudence to pick off the collodion by bits, 
and immediately the inflammation reappeared. Col- 
lodion was, however, immediately reapplied, and 
with definitive success. 


On the Use of Brandy in Consumption. 

Dr. TriPreR publishes a paper on the use of 
brandy in consumption. M. CLauDE BERNARD 
having injected diluted alcohol into the stomach of 
a dog at the commencement of digestion, had found 
that this operation was stopped by the alcohol which 
thus was found to produce local anesthesia in the 
stomach. Hence Dr. TRAPIER inferred that the fits of 
coughing followed by vomiting, to which consump- 
tive patients are subject immediately after meals, 
might be prevented by administering brandy, thus 
rendering the stomach insensible. The result con- 
firms the view. He does not thereby mean to cure 
consumption by the injection of alcoholics, but 
merely to produce relief; and he further states that 
brandy has not the injurious effect upon consump- 
tive patients generally attributed to it, but on the 
contrary, diminishes coughing and perspiration, and 
promotes sleep. 

Atmespheric Cure. 

A report was read lately at a sitting of the Société 
Médicale d’Emulation, on a curious paper by Dr. 
Fouey, in which he recommends a high atmospheric 
pressure as a cure for various diseases. He remarks 
that fish can bear the greatest possible barometrical 
var‘ations by means of their air-bladder, which, by 
” swelling up, can moderate, and even momentarily 
suspend the circulation of the blood. The perma- 
nence of viscero-muscular pressure in fish prevents 
the formation of a vacuum. The air-bladder presses 


upon the vena cava, and the aorta, and thus prevents | 
Tn birds | 
there are air-bladders all around the viscera, and | 
The higher a bird can | 


the shock of the vital fluid on ite return. 


nearly resembling the lungs. 
soar, the larger are the reservoirs for air, covered 


with contractile organs. The very bones and feathers | 
are pierced for air, and in the more powerful species | 
The ; 


air-bags are provided even under the skin. 
ostrich, the casoar, and other swift runners, have 
their largest air-bags under the muscles of the thigh ; 


flight is great, have these bags under the muscles of 


the wing. By this organization, all these creatures 
can bear any amount of atmospheric pressure or 


| bottles filled with liquids, and then well corked, bu 
| 80 as to leave a small empty space between the 
| liquid and the cork, would, if kept for an hour under 
, the pressure of a column of water two thousand 
| fathoms high (which may be done by a hydraulic 
| press) have their corks pressed down to the very 
surface of the liquid. An empty bottle had its cork 
| driven ip, and was brought up again filled with 
| water. Applying all these facts to therapeutics, Dr. 
| Fotzy remarks that mountaineers are obliged to 
breathe more quickly than men inhabiting the plains, 
| because the air is more rarefied on the mountains 
| than on the plains, and therefore affords less oxygen 
| at a breath than the denser air. Conversely, there. 
fore, if a patient be in want of more oxygen than he 
| can get under the ordinary pressure, let him be 
{exposed to an atmosphere rendered artificially 
denser. This can be done by constructing a small 
chamber communicating with a forcing-pump, ani 
; provided with an air-guage and a safety-valve. A 
| patient confined in such a chamber may be subjected 
without inconvenience to the pressure of about tw 
| atmospheres and a half.. By this treatment, catarrh, 
asthma, and other complaints of the respiratory 
| organé may be removed. In croup the compressed 
| air will flatten down the adventitious membranes; 
| and in disorders arising from weakness compressed 
air will arterialize the blood, and increase the vita 
power of the patient. 


Typhus Fever. 
Typhus fever is still doing sad havoc in London 
According to the Registrar General’s returns, 7 
deaths from typhus Were recorded in the Metropolis, 
; in the week that ended last Saturday, the largeé 
| contribution to the mortality of this class. 
W. N. Come. 


ee 


DOMESTIC. 


ON AN&STHESIA. 


Anesthesia ts carried by WELLS into general surgery 
and he recognizes the anesthetic properties of the vapet 
of Sulphuric Ether long in advance of the Bost 

| experiment. 


| Eprtor MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER: 


| 


Having, in my last communication, taken up ti 
claims of Horacg WELLS as the originator of modem 


| anesthesia, and considered whether he was the fit 
| to conceive the idea, and the first to make it pratt! 


the condor, swallow, and others, whose power of | cal, and having analyzed the case, and presented 


| several of .its most important elements unde 
| separate heads, with proofs such as is believed. 


| must be satisfactory to every impartial mind, I 00¥ 
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resume the same subject to present additional con- 
siderations. 


9. WELLS was not content to demonstrate the 
availability of the nitrous oxyd as an anesthetic 
agent in dentistry only; he also took part in carrying 
it into general surgery, and proved that it could be 
used effectually for every purpose to which any other 
anesthetic agent can be applied. 

The first case to which I shall advert, occurred on 
the 17th day of August, 1847, and consisted in the 
extirpation of a large scirrhous testicle, by E. E. 
Marcy, M. D., then of Hartford, but at present of 
the city of New York. The case is reported at 
length, in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
September 1st, 1847, and the article is from the pen 
of Dr. Marcy. The evidence on this subject, may 
be found in SmirH’s Anesthesia, pp. 68 to 71. 

Dr. MARCY swears that Dr. WELLS ‘‘ administered 
the gas” * * * “The complete success of the 
nitrous oxyd in this operation, producing as it did, 
entire insensibility to pain without at the same time 
affecting mental consciousness, together with the 
absence of any bad result from its use, occasioned 
me from the first, to place a higher value upon this 
agent for all purposes of anesthesia.”’ 

In the article published in the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, he says: “At the first incision, 
there was a slight manifestation of pain, (the full 
effect of the gas not having been received) but from 
this instant until the diseased mass was removed, 
and all the blood-vessels secured (there being quite 
anumber that required ligature) there was not the 
slightest consciousness of pain on the part of the 
patient.’ * * ‘*The operation was necessarily 
tedious and protracted on account of the great size 
of the gland, the extensive and firm adhesion of the 
integuments to the diseased structure and the unnat- 
ural enlargement of several arteries, which required 
ligature. The whole period consumed from the 
commencement of the operation until the vessels 
were secured, was not far from fifteen minutes. On 
questioning the patient afterward, he asserted that 
he experienced a slightly painful sensation at the 
commencement of the first incision, but from that 
time until the dressings were applied, he was entirely 
unconscious of pain.”? Dr. Marcy adds that after 
the operation the patient experienced “‘no pain or 
other unpleasant feeling in the head’ and that his 
“pulse”? was ** regular and natural.”? 

Dr. Cincinnatus A. TAFT was present and sup- 
ports fully the statements of Dr. Marcy. 

The next case which I will mention, is that of 
Henry A. GoopaLez, of East Hartford, Conn., whose 
thigh was amputated by Dr. P. W. ELLSworTH, on the 
Ist day of January, A. D. 1848, while he (GoopaLE) 
Was under the influence of the nitrous oxyd. A 
teport of the case by Dr. ELLSwoRTH, may also be 
found in the Boston Medical’and Surgical Journal, 
Vol. 37, p. 498, from which I make the following 
extract : 

“The nitrous oxyd gas was given as recommended 
by Mr. Wexus, having been previously thoroughly 





washed, which greatly increases the power of the 
agent and the rapidity of its effects.’ * * * 
** The limb was now elevated without any appearance 
of consciousness, and removed by the double flap 
incision about three inches above the knee. Upon 
the lad’s arousing himself from the state of insensi- 
bility he inquired whether the leg was off. He said 
he did not know when the incision was made,” etc. 
Other details are given not material to be stated. Dr. 
ELLSworRTH adds “not the slightest bad symptom 
has followed as the effect of the gas, and every antici- 
pation is cherished of a speedy recovery under the 
care of his able physician, Dr. Hatu.”? 

In this paper Dr. EtLswortsH does not say in 
express terms, that WELLS was present and took 
part in the operation, but Dr. Haxu supplies this 
omission and testifies as follows: ‘*Dr. WELLS 
administered the gas himself. The boy, during the 
operation, was entirely quiet. I held the lithb and 
he made no motions. He said he felt no pain during 
the cutting, but said that he knew when the bone 
was sawed. Dr. WELLS gave him the gas a second 
time, in order to allow a large nerve to be divided. 
I think this operation was very successful, and 
proved that the nitrous oxyd is fully equal to any 
agent for the annihilation of paim in dental and 
surgical operations.”? SmirH’s Anesthesia, pp. 52 
to 64, 

The last case which I shall adduce is that of Mrs. 
Mary GasrIEL, of Bristol, Conn., who had a tumor 
removed from near her shoulders, at Hartford, on 
the 4th day of January, A. D. 1848, by 8S. B. Barres- 
FORD, M. D., she being under the influence of the 
nitrous oxyd administered by Dr. WELLS. 

She testifies as follow: ‘On the 4th of January, 
1848, he (Dr. WELLS) was present and administered 
the nitrous oxyd gas during a surgical operation ”’ 
* * * “which consisted in the removal of a fatty 
tumor from my right shoulder weighing six and a 
half ounces.”” * * “JT did not feel any pain at all 
during the operation which lasted five minutes. At 
first I could hear a few sentences spoken by Dr. 
BERRESFORD, but quickly all consciousness was 
gone, and I remained unconscious until the tumor 
was removed.” 


Dr. 8. B. BERRESFORD : 

**Ques. Have you ever made use of the nitrous 
oxyd gas as an anesthetic, and if you have, where 
first, and who was the patient operated on ?”’ 

“Ans. Yes; I operated in this city January 4th, 
1848, on Mrs. CHARLES GABRIEL, removing from the 
neighborhood of her shoulders a tumor while under 
iis influence.” * * * * 

“Ques. How long was the patient under the 
influence of the nitrous oxyd gas?’ 

‘Ans. I should think six or seven minutes under 
its complete influence. I speak from recollection. 
The mass was removed in four’or six minutes, and 
she very soon recovered her perception after it was 
taken out.”? 

** Ques. Was the operation successful and satis- 
factory ?”? 
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removal of the tumor.” 

Ques. Did Dr. WELLS administer the gas ?” 

“Ans. Yes.» 

Davip Crary, M. D., of Hartford. 

*‘The nitrous oxyd gas was given to Mrs. GABRIEL 
at this operation by Dr. Wetts himself.” * * * 
** Mrs. G. was perfectly quiet, appeared to suffer no 
pain from the operation, and so stated on her return 
to consciousness. I was greatly pleased with the 
effect of the gas. I have often seen chloroform 
given, and have used it myself, and in one instance 
I attempted to use sulphuric ether. 
nitrous oxyd gas quite equal to chloroform, and 
greatly superior to ether in its effects.’’ 

Dr. WELLs died in New York January 24th, 1848, 
and your readers will note that only twenty-four 
days before that deplorable event we find him at 
East Hartford administering the nitrous oxyd in the 
GooDALE cgse, and four days later at Hartford, 
doing the same thing in the GaBriet case, and in 
both instances with marked success, and yet Col. 
BISsELL (no doubt in the simplicity of his heart) 
writes down in his report (heretofore quoted in 
part) as follows: ‘* The total abandonment of the use 
of the nitrous oxyd, and indeed of every other agent, 
shows that Dr. WELLS’ experiments were on the 
whole unsuccessful. He engaged in the search, and 
failed to find the object of his pursuit. He attempted 
and endeavored assiduously to carry out the idea to 
practical results, but was not successful. There was 
great merit in the effort, but it proved a failure.” 
* * “He stopped half way inthe pursuit. He had 
the great idea of producing insensibility to pain, but 
did not verify it by successful experiments. He 
mistook the means and he unfortunately rejected the 
true anesthetic agent as dangerous to life, and 
therefore did not make the discovery, and give it 
to mankind.” * * * 
merit of reviving the investigation, and probably of 
hastening the discovery.”’ 

Aha! “total abandonment!” ‘ Failed to find the 
object !?? ‘Great merit, but failure!”? ‘Stopped 
half way !”? ‘* Great idea,’ * but did not verify it !°? 
** Rejected the true anesthetic agent!” ‘* Did not 
make the discovery, and give it to mankind”. No! 
no! When his own molar was jerked out, and the 
leg of GOODALE was lopped off, both without the 
slightest pain (to say nothing of a multitude of 
intermediate operations) poor WELLS discovered 
nothing! No effective agent! No anesthesia! As 
for his not giving any discovery to mankind, that is 
a matter which I shall attend to by-and-by. In the 
meantime I will leave your readers to consider what 


the history of anesthesia would be were its materials | 


to be collected from Col. BissELL’s report, if I may 
call a paper such, which was never in fact, presented 
to the House. 


10. But Col. Bissett says: “ he’? (WeELLs) “ un- 
fortunately rejected the true anesthetic agent as 
dangerous to life.” This would seem to involve 1. 
That the nitrous oxyd is not a true anesthetic agent. 


I think the | 
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3. That Dr. Wetts wholly rejected the latter as 
dangerous to life. I admit the availability of the 
vapor as an anesthetic, but I do not admit its eligi- 
bility as compared with the nitrous oxyd, for many, 
and perhaps, most purposes. I affirm that Dr, 
WELLS was distinctly apprised of the power of ether 
in this respect, long before the pretended discovery 
at Boston. That it was with him a subject of careful 
and even anxious inquiry, and finally that he made 
an election between the two according to his best 
judgment—he thought it safer to adhere to the 
nitrous oxyd and acted accordingly. He, however, 
ascertained the anesthetic properties of the vapor 
by experiment as will appear hereafter. To show 
that he carefully inquired into the matter, I adduce 
the following proofs: 

P. W. Ettsworta, M. D. 

“Very early after the discovery of Dr. WELLS and 
before I heard anything of the pretensions of Dr. 
Morton to wit: some time in the year 1845, Dr. 
WELLs spoke to me concerning the comparative 
safety of nitrous oxyd gas and sulphuric ether, and 
I gave him my opinion in favor of the nitrous oxyd 
gas, and advised him to confine himself to the use 
of that agent.’’ 


F. C. Goopricn. 
“Immediately after this operation,” (referring to 
the extraction of one of his teeth) a conversation 





‘But he had the signal | 


| ensued between Drs. Marcy and WELLS, in regard 
| to the use of ether as a substitute for nitrous oxyd 
| gas in favor of its use, as being more easily pre- 
| pared, though not so safe to use, and nearly, if not 
| positively identical in its effect upon the nervous 
system. Dr. Marcy expressed himself as perfectly 
| familiar with the effects of ether on the system, and 
| decided to use it in a surgical operation, which he 
was shortly after to perform.’? From another part 
of the deposition of Mr. Gooprich, it appears that 
the tooth referred to was extracted, and consequently 
the conversation reported by him, must have been 
had the latter part of December, 1844. It thus 
appears that Wetits and Marcy were occupying 
themselves with this subject very soon after the 
great discovery was made. 


Dr. JOHN M. RiaGs. 

“T had been taught’? (meaning by Professor 
Rocers at Trinity College) “that sulphuric ether 
produced effects similar to nitrous oxyd gas upon 
the human system, but was cautioned by the Profes- 
sor not to use it as it was dangerous to life. I 
eommunicated to Dr. WELLS the views of Professor 
Rogers, and the propriety of using sulphuric ether 
in dental operations was the subject of conversation 
between Dr. WELLS and me, but we were deterred 
from experimenting with it by the warning of Pro 
fessor Rogers. This conversation followed imme 
diately after the discovery of the effects of nitrous 
oxyd gas, and the reason why we spoke of a substi- 
tute, was the labor of preparing this gas and its 
bulk.”? 
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Professor VALENTINE Mort, of the City of New | gate the subject carefully, which he accordingly did, 
York. and subsequently reported to him an opinion in 
“The first intimation I ever had of the probable | favor of the nitrous oxyd as being safe and more 
application of the influence of nitrous oxyd gas or | efficacious.” 
sulphuric ether to obliterate all consciousness of} In view of the facts here presented, I trust your 
pain in surgical operations, was derived from the | readers will feel that I am abundantly justified in 
late Dr. WELLS, of Hartford. When on a visit to New | asserting, as I do broadly, that the availability of the 
York, he called upon me and made the fact known. | yapor of sulphuric ether for anesthetic purposes, 
He stated that he had used ether for the extraction | was fully recognized at Hartford, and was even used 
of teeth, and he believed that it might be employed | (though to a limited extent) at a date much earlier 
for the same purpose, in great surgical operations. | than the 80th of September, A. D. 1846. Indeed, 
As he first applied the ether for the purpose of pro-| those who were there so deeply interested in this 
ducing anwsthesia, he is fully entitled to the credit | subject, were by far too intelligent and well-informed 
and honor of the discovery. This interview was | not to have their attention turned to sulphuric ether, 
some time before any publication was made any-| as quite likely to produce the same effects as the 
where on the subject.” nitrous oxyd. Facts familiarly known in every chemi- 
But Dr. WeELLs did not rest contented with merely | eq] laboratory would be almost certain to suggest the 
inquiring into the subject, he brought the availability | gypstitution of the former for the latter as being 
of the vapor as an anesthetic to the test of an| more inexpensive, more readily obtained, and more 
experiment, and that too long before the ejection of | easily applied. If the witnesses adduced in this 
Frost’s tooth at Boston. Here is the case: connection, are to be believed, this, in fact, took 
JoHN GAYLORD WELLS. place at an early day after the great discovery of 
“On one occasion,” (referring to a dental opera- WELLS was made. Not only was a dental operation 
tion on himself ) “ sulphuric ether was administered | Performed on a patient under the influence of the 
by Dr. Wetts. I am quite sure it was early in 1845, | Vapor, but Dr. WELLS even went to the City of New 
along time anterior to the period when Dr. Morton, | York, and made the fact known to Dr. VALENTINE 
of Boston, first announced his discovery. The ether | Mort, to whom he expressed a belief that it would be 
was unpleasant in its effects though the tooth was | used with success in great surgical operations. This 
extracted without pain. I therefore advised my | interview” says Dr. Mort, “was some time before 
friends not to use it, but rather the exhilarating | any publication was made anywhere on the subject.” 
gas? * * * ‘The ether was not given from a Now the first annunciation of the practicability of 


bag, but from some different apparatus.” so far paralyzing the nerves of sensation, that dental 
E. E. Marcy, M. D. and surgical operations could be performed without 
“Knowing that the inhalation of sulphuric ether pm, Maly SONNE hae er a weed agin oo 
duced similar effects to those of the gas” re Se coe aoe ae mene. 

~_ — g Journal of June 18th, 1845, (which I shall hereafter 
* “T suggested to Dr. WELLs the employ- | quote for another purpose). It is possible that the 


ment of the vapor of rectified sulphuric ether, at the | communication of Dr. ELLSworTH may have escaped 


seme time detelling to him is erdinary effvets upon the notice of Dr. Mott, but it is highly probable that 


eeneneny, ane rn paeuree * Atty ta pantera | the interview of which the latter speaks, took place 
foruse. Our first impression was, that it possessed | . ‘ 
‘ ° fs | early in 1845, and morally certain more than one 
all the anesthetic properties of the nitrous oxyd gas, | , ‘ 
ji | year before MorToN (according to his own account 

was equally safe, and could be prepared with less 


3 d ° | of the matter) hatched out the same idea, at Boston! 
trouble, thus affording an article which was not | . P . 
hs x Possibly your readers may think, by the time I get 
expensive, and which could be always kept on hand. 6 . 
‘ through with the subject, that the ovum from which 
At the same time I told Dr. Wetxs that I would | é . 4 
the fledgling sprang, was furtively obtained from 


pupare some ether and furnish him with some of it | Hartford, Connecticut. I shall attend to that matter 
to administer, and also make a trial of it myself, in | in my next communication 


asurgical case which I expected to have in a few 

days. This conversation took place in Dr. WEt1s’ A Loven OF TRUTH AND JUSTICE. 
office at the time the tooth was extracted from Mr. —— a 
Goopricn. Accordingly within two or three days | Neglected Hernia. 
after that event I administered the vapor of rectified | 
sulphuric ether, in my office, to the person alluded | 
toin my conversatiog with Dr. WELLs, and after he | I will report a case of common oblique double 
had been rendered insensible to pain, I cut from his | inguinal hernia, which to me has been of considerable 
head an encysted tumor of about the size of an/ interest. The subject is one Ronin Tange, (slave) 
English walnut. Dr. WELLS came in during the | sixty-seven (67) years of age, 5 feet 8 inches in 
operation, and sufficiently early to form an opinion | height, firm, compact features, a field hand, and 
upon the subject. It was entirely successful, and | always been accustomed to hard labor. He says, 
conclusively proved to Dr. WELLS and myself, the | about forty years ago he felt a bunch about the size 
anesthetic properties of ether vapor.”? The witness | of a hen’s egg, on either side in his groin, which at 
then adds that Dr. WELLs requested him to investi- | times was very painful. These bunches continued to 
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enlarge and extend into the scrotum (never wearing 
a truss) until now its dimensions are 35} by 37; 
inches. The whole of the intestines are crowded 
into the scrotum, drawing the muscles and euticle 
of the abdomen over the penis, forming a sheath so 
as to completely hide it from view. With the excep- 
tion of rheumatism several years ago, his health has 
always been good, appetite good, and bowels very 
regular. He is now living with his second wife, and 
is the father of twenty-five children! Had four by 
his first wife, nine by his second, and to use his own 
expression ‘‘ got de odders by knocken round.”? He 
loves whisky, is quite amorous, and indulges in 
sexual intercourse three or four times every week, 
says he would like to oftener, but is fearful it might 
injure him ! 
L. D. SzymMour. 
Contraband Hospital, 
Fortress Monroe, Va., Feb. 25, 1864. 


————_s———_ 


Effect of Alcohol upon the Gastric Secretions. 
EDITOR MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER : 

Though claiming nothing new (it having been 
long since proven that pepsin in solution, is precipi- 
tated by alcohol) I propose to give a brief account 
of some experiments I have made, to show that 
alcoholic stimulants must often retard digestion by 
coagulating the pepsin. , 

The mucous membrane of a beef’s stomach, was 
macerated in water strongly acidulated with hydro- 
chloric acid. Small pieces of animal and vegetable 
food, as chicken, beef, bread, potato, etc., were 
introduced both with and without the addition of 
alcohol in the form of alcohol, brandy, etc., the 
experiments being varied. By the addition of the 
alcohol the pepsin was precipitated from the solution, 
(white precipitate) the chymification was very much 
retarded, and when a large quantity of alcohol was 
used, the substances were not after the expiration of 
two days so much acted upon as within five or six 
hours in the solution without the spirit. The bottles 
were occasionally shaken and a gentle heat applied, 
care being taken to agitate alike, and to apply the 
same degree of heat to the bottles, all of which were 
of glass of equal thickness. The alcohol ie added 
after the infusion (by maceration) has been pre- 
pared. When the sole object is to notice the 
precipitate, after introducing the spirit the mixture 
should be allowed to stand in order that the precipi- 
tate may be more distinct. The food may be added 
with the alcohol or soon afterward. 

In order that a fair experiment might be made a 
quantity of water was added to the mixtures in 
which there was no alcohol equal to the quantity of 
alcohol used in the other solutions. Repeated ex- 
periments result varying only according to the 
strength of the spirit employed. 


J.B. R. PURNELL, M. D. 
Snow Hill, Ma., Feb. 1864. 
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News and Miscellany. 


Sudden Death of a Surgeon. 

We regret to learn that Dr. Mixson T. Ortos, 
Hospital Surgeon, while making his usual calls 
upon his soldier patients at Hatteras Inlet, N.C., 
on the morning of the 2d of February, fell dead. 4 
true Christian, an able surgeon, and an honest 
patriot, his sudden removal will be widely deplored, 
Dr. OrnTON’s home was Lawrenceville, Pa. 


Discovery of Anesthetics. 
In a recent lecture Prof. R. OGDEN DorEmvs, of 
New York, uses the following language: 


But chiefest among the blessings conferred by 
chemistry on our race, was the discovery of the anzs- 
thetics. That according to the report of the Medical 
Society of the State of New York, made to the Legis- 
lature of 1860, it was fully demonstrated that ana 
thesia was discovered by Dr. Horace WELLS, of 
Hartford, Conn., in 1844. It was made at one of the 
exhibitions of laughing gas, by Dr. Cotton. A 
young man under the influence of the gas injured 
his leg, but was not conscious of the pain till the 
effects of the gas passed off. Noticing the circum- 
stance, Dr. WELLS requested Dr. CoLTONn to admin- 
ister the gas to him for the extraction of a tooth, 
which was done, and no pain experienced. This 
was the first surgical operation by an anzesthetie 
agent. After this important discovery Dr. Wes 
died, and to our shame be it said, his widow left in 
poverty, has never received the first dollar for this 
great boon conferred on humanity. Soon after this, 
ether and chloroform came into use. 

Prof. DorEmMus stated that, aside from the com- 
mon air, there was no combination of oxygen and 
nitrogen which could be safely breathed, except the 
nitrous oxide or laughing gas. This gas exhilarated 


|and produced the most delicious sensations. Sir 


Humparey Davy declared that ‘‘the atmosphere of 
the seventh heaven must be composed of it!?? No 
person could appreciate the capacity of enjoyment 
by the myriads of nerves distributed over his system 
until he has experienced the exhilarating effects pro- 
duced by the vitalizing nitrous oxide gas. This gas 
was entirely harmless in its effects, and while a small 
dose would exhilarate, a larger dose would induce 
anesthesia or sound sleep, during which the most 
painful surgical operations could be performed with- 
out pain or the knowledge of the patient. He then 
took a few inhalations of the gas, though not to the 
point of exhilaration. 


Dropsical. 


We clip the following from the legal columns of 
our daily papers: 

MARGARET PETROFF VS. BERNARD LEvy. An action 
to recover on book account for professidnal services 
in attending defendant’s wife for dropsy, and for 
two hundred and eighty-seven bottles of medicine 
administered between the 3d of June, 1861, and the 
13th of March, 1862, inclusive. Each bottle, it was 
in evidence, contained a quart, and one was taken 
each day. A credit was allowed by plaintiff of $68, 
and the jury rendered a verdict for plaintiff of 
$241 65. 


The Municipal Hospital. 


The erection of a Municipal Hospital in this elty 
for contagious diseases, under the commission com 
posed of representatives from the Board of Health, 
Guardians of the Poor and of the Prison, is now pro- 
gressing. This hospital is placed upon Hart Lane, 
near the Lamb Tavern, in the Twenty-first Ward. It 
will be a very handsome, convenient and suitable 
building, and will be completed during the present 
year, at a cost of less than fifty thousand dollars. 
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Army and Navy News. 


‘Discharge of Wounded Soldiers. 


SuRGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasuinaron, D. C., March 1, 1864. 
{Cireular No. 5.] 

Surgeons in charge of general hospitals are hereby posi- 
tively instructed that when a soldier is discharged from ser- 
vice on account of wounds received in action, that fact will 
be entered both on the discharge and final statement of the 
soldier. 

Jos. K. Barwes, Act. Surg.-Gen. 


Appointments. 


Dr. Adolphus Green, of Missouri, to be Ass’t Surgeon, 32d 
U. 8. Colored Troops, March 4, 1864. 


N. J. Gibbs, N. C. Kincaid, of the U. 8. Army; John B. | 
Hoffman, 8S. P. Moore, 8. Haight, of the U. 8. Vols.; E. M. | 


Battles, C. Kern, R. J. Mulhern, of Washington, D.C. ; E. H. 
Brigham, of Massachusetts; I. C. Knowles, of Rhode Island ; 
E. Nash, of Vermont; F. Weiler, W. F. Johnson, Hollis Sted- 
man, Theodore Trivett, of New York; H. P. Calahan, Theo. 


G. Paul, Edwin French, of Pennsylvania ; Wm. J. McClintock, 


of Missouri; J. L. W. Huntington, of Virginia; J. L. Yates, 
@ Maryland ; H. C. Pierson, of New Jersey ; and Lewis 8S. 
Pilcher, of Michigan, have been appointed Hospital Stewards 
in the United States Army. 


Appointments Confirmed. 


The Senate has confirmed the appointment of Medical In- 
tor Joseph K. Barnes, U. 8. A., to be Medical-Inspector- 
eneral, U. S. A., with the rank of Colonel. 


Appointments Declined. 


By Ass’t Surgeon A. A. Ames, 7th Minnesota Vols., the ap- 
pointment of Assistant Surgeon to a regiment of colored 
troops. 

Died. 


Ass’t Surgeon C. M. Colton, U. 8. A., in the Army of the 
Potomac, of gastro enteritis. ‘ 


Discharged. 


Hospital Steward Wm. G. Stephens, U. 8. A., honorably, at 
his own request, February 26, 1564. 

Surgeon Alexander Shaw, 29th Iowa Vols., on the report of 
his Commanding Generals, mustere@ out of service from date 
of muster in, he having rendered no service with his regi- 
ment, August 6th, 1563. 

Ass’t Surgeon Uhristopher R. Blackall, 33d Wisconsin Vols., 
honorably discharged on account of physical disability, with 
condition that he shall satisfy the Pay Department that he is 
not indebted to the Government, February 27, 1864. 

Medical Cadet Francis H. Atkins, U. 8. A., honorably dis- 
charged at the request of the Secretary of the Navy, to accept 
the appointment of Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. Navy, 
February 27, idé4. 

Hospital Steward John W. McFadden, U. S. A., to accept a 
commission in the U. 8. Army, February 29, 1864. 

Hospital Steward S. W. Reynolds, U. 8. A., he having been 
ome Second Lieutenant, 4th U. 8S. Colored Troops, Feb’y 

1864. 


-Orders Revoked. 


By direction of the President, so much of Special Orders 
No. 28, current series, from the War Department, as dismissed 
surgeon Wm. H. Thayer, 14th New Hampshire Vols., from the 
tervice of the United States, is revoked. 

Upon the recommendation of the Military Commission, of 
Which General Ricketts is President, so much of Special 
Orders No. 43, current series, from the War Department, as 
dismissed Ass’t Surgeon E. W. Buck, 81st New York Vols., is 
Tevoked, and he is restored to @uty, provided the vacancy has 
hot been filled. 


Dismissed, 


Hospital Chaplain John A. Spooner, U. 8. A., having failed 
to appear before the Military Commission, of which General 
Kicketts is President, within the prescribed time, is, by direc- 
ton of the President, dismissed the service of the United 
States, for absence without leave, February 8, 1864. 


Leave of Absence, 


Leave of absence has been granted to the following officers: 
Surgeon Frank M. Hiester, U. 8. V., for thirty days, on Sur- 
Geons’ certificate of disability. 


ARMY AND NAVY NEWS. 


ee ae 


173 


Surgeon J. R. Ludlow, U.S. V., permission to visit Wash- 
ington City, while on leave. 

Surgeon E. C. Clarke, lst New Hampshire Cavalry, by Spe- 
cial Orders No. 25, current series, from Headquarters, Depart 
ment of the Gulf, and has been extended thirty days. 

Ass’t Surgeon E. F. Brisbane, U. 8. V., for thirty-five days, 
on Surgeons’ certificate of disability. 

Surgeon Charles McMillan, U. S. V., Medical Director, 15th 
Army Corps, on Surgeons’ certificate of disability. 

Surgeon J. B. Morrison, U. 8. V., is on twenty days’ leave, 
in Lancaster county, Pa. 


Orders, Changes, &c. 


Ass’t Surgeon C. 8. Frink, U. S. V., has arrived at Knox- 
= Tenn., and been assigned to duty at General Hospital 

0. 1. 

Surgeon §. D. Carpenter, U. 8. V., has been relieved from 
duty as Medical Director, District of the Border, Kansas City, 
Mo., and directed to report to Major-General Curtis for duty. 

Surgeon Henry Buckmaster, U.8. V., has arrived at Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, and reported for duty as Medical Director, 
Department of Kansas. 

Surgeon Burkitt Cloak, U. 8. V., has been assigned to duty 
as Medical Director, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Surgeon Adolf Majer, U.S. V., as Medical Director of the 
| expedition to Florida, commanded by Gen. Seymour. 
|  Ass’t Surgeon Rudolf Tauzsky, U. 8. V., to Fort Cummings, 
| New Mexico. 

Surgeon J. H. Grove, U. 8. V., to Camp Douglass, Illinois, 
| and to the supervision of the hospitals, Chicago, Illinois. 

Surgeon James C. Whitehill, U. 8. V., as Medical Director, 
Army of Arkansas, during the absence of Surgeon J. R. 
Smith, U. 8. A. 

Asst Surgeon C. F. Haynes, U. S. V., to 2d Brigade, Artil- 
lery Reserve, Army of the Potomac. 

Ass’t Surgeon H. A. Buck, U. 8. V., as Superintendent of 
Hospitals, Springfield, Illinois. 

Surgeon A. Crispelk, U. 8. V., to duty in charge of Medical 
Department, and as Examining Surgeon of recruits, at Buf 
falo, New York. 

Surgeon J. D. Brumley, U. 8. V., has been relieved from 
duty as Superintendent of Hospitals, at Louisville, Ky., and 
ordered to report to the Medical Director, Department of the 
| Cumberland, at Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Surgeon Wm. R. De Witt, U. 8. V., has been assigned to 
duty as Sucgeon-in-Chief, 1st Division, 5th Army Corps, Army 
of the Potomac. . 

Hospital Steward Rudolph Knapp, U. 8. A., to New York 
City, to report to Medical Inspector Lyman, U. 8. A., for duty. 

Hospital Steward R. J. Mulhern, U. 8. A., to Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, to report to Surgeon O. M. Bryan, U. 8. V., for duty 
at Los Pinos, New Mexico. 

Ass’t Surgeon Wm. A. Banks, U. 8. V., has reported for duty 
from sick leave. 

Surgeon J. T: Heard, U.S. V., has returned from leave, and 
resumed his duties as Medical Director, lst Army Corps, Army 
of the Potomac. 

Ass’t Surgeon E. Freeman, U. 8. V., is waiting orders at 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Surgeon E. Pearce, U. 8. V., has been relieved from duty in 
charge of Branch No. 2, Eruptiye Hospital, Louisville, Ky., 
and will repair to Cincinnati, Ohio, and report in persen to 
Surgeon John F. Head, U. 8. A., Medical Officer of the Board 
for the examination of sick officers. 

The following named Hospital Stewards of the regular 
army, recommended for promotion, have been directed to pre- 
sent themselves for examination before the Board of Oilicers 
ordered to convene in this city, March 10, 1564:—Joseph 
Leonard, Michael O’Brien, Wm. Logan, Edward Harris, and 
C. Steelhammer. 

Surgeon G. L. Sutton, U. 8. V., has been assigned to charge 
of the Augur General Hospital, Rendezvous of Distribution, 
Alexandria, Va. 

Surgeon F, G. Snelling, U. 8. V., has resumed charge of the 
Chesapeake Hospital, Fort Monroe, Va. 

Surgeon Josiah Curtis, U. 8. V., has been ordered to Knox 
ville, Tenn., for duty in the field. 

Surgeon R. P. Richardson, Mo., St. Mil., has been appointed 
Medical Director, District of Central Missouri, Warrensburg, 
Missouri. va 

Surgeon C. 0. Leary, U. 8. V., has been relieved from the 
charge of Christian Street Hospital, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Ass’t Surgeon Franklin Grube, U. 8. V., has been assigned 
to the charge of the Marine General Hospital, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Ra Correspondents will please notice our reiterated re- 
quest to give their full address in their communications to 
us. Our te very extensive, and it is neces- 
sary for us always to know the Town, County and Strats 
from whence their letters are sent. 

Dr. D. H. McC., T4.—Bartholow’s Manual and Gross’ Man- 
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ual of Military Surgery were forwarded to you on the 7th 
instant. 

Dr. B. H., Iowa.—Neligau’s Skin Diseases, Plates and Text, 
were forwarded to you on the 7th inst. 

Dr. H. C. P., Ohio.—Abdominal supporters are often very 
useful as palliative, if not, indeed, sometimes as curative 
agents. They are recommended by most writers on Diseases 
of Females, and when well adapted to the purpose for which 
they are intended, do a great deal of good. In the case you 
speak of, we should think a supporter would be an excellent 
adjuvant to a general tonic treatment of the patient, and 
enable her to take more exercise—itself a tonic when pro- 
perly used—than she otherwise could with safety. 

We have examined Mrs. Dr. McClenachan’s Supporter, and 
think it would be very well ada:ted to your case. It is one 
of the neatest instruments of the kind we know of, and will 
be found to be generally useful in such cases. We can send 
you one by express. 

Dr. J. F. J., Ohio.—Your Saddle Bags were forwarded by 
express, on the 2d inst. 

Dr. P. De B., Ind.—Your Electrical Machine and Du- 
chenne’s Faridization Apparatus were forwarded by express 
on the 26th ult. 

Dr. N. G. B., Tl.—Your Instruments were forwarded by 
mail on the 3d inst. 

Dr. P. C. H. R., Mo.—Your Lancet, Braithwaite and Times 
have been ordered. 

Drs. W. K. C., Ohio; and C. C. E., Pa.—Your Hand Books 
Were sent on the 23d ult. 

s. M. H.S., Pa.; H. C. A., Mich.; and W. T., Iowa.— 
Your Visiting Lists were sent on the 23d ult. 

. OC. H., Ohkio.—Our mode of vaccinating is by scraping 
off the cuticle with a lancet, scarifying lightly and applying 
the virus. Gordon’s Spring Vaccinator offers a very neat, 
quick, and, we should think, reliable method of performing 
the operation. It is the invention of W. J. M. Gordon & Bro., 
Chemists and Druggists, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

It has, we believe, been announced that Dr. Austin Flint is 
preparing a work on the Practice of Medicine. 

Dr. W. P. W., Ind.—Bartlett on Fevers, Reese’s Formu- 
lary. and Pereira’ s Prescription Book were forwarded to you 
on the 7th inst. 

Dr. 8. C. W., N. ¥.—The price of Parrish’s Practical Phar- 
macy is $5. 

Dr. C. C. V’A. C., Md.—Hartshorn’s Memoranda Medica is 
$1, Bennett’s Lectures on Practice $6, and Lewis on the 
Lungs $1.25. 


~~ ‘ 


MARRIED. 


Watts—Ketioce.—At Malden, N. ¥., on Thursday, March 

8d, by Rev. Wm. Hart, Robert Watts, Jr., M. D., Surgeon 

. Y. Vols., and Frances A., daughter of the late Stephen 
Kellogg. 

Dapge—Txomson.—In St. Andrew’s Church, on the 3d inst., 
by the Rev. Wilbur F. Paddock, Francis Cadwalader Dade, 
U.S. Navy, and Ella F. Thomson, youngest daughter of Dr. 
James W. Thomson, all of this city. 

Weipman—Keiu.—At Reading, Pa., on Tuesday evening, 
Feb. 23d, 1864, by the Rev. Alexander G. Cummins, Rector of 
Christ Church, Dr. W. Murray Weidman, and Mary May, 
youngest daughter of the late Hon, George May Keim. 








DIED. 


* _Hatioce.—In New York, ‘on Meet, February 11, Wm. 
K. Hallock, M. D., son of Dr. Lewis and Emily L. Hallock, in 
the 24th year of his age. 

Pgirce.—In Bristol, Pa., on the 5th inst., Sarah L., wife of 
J. Loring Peirce, M. D., aged 29 years. 

ALLEN.—On Tuesday, March 1, Lizzie B. Bentley, wife of 
Dr. Wm. H. Allen, of this city. 

Darracu.—On Thursday evening, the 3d instant, Edward 
Fisher Darrach, in the 16th year of his age, son of Dr. Wm. 
Darrach, of this city. 

Srzargns.—In Painesville, Ohio, Feb. 28, Joseph E., son of 
Daniel E. Stearns, M. D., of Tremont, Ohio, in the 24th year 


of his 
7 3, Dr. Nelson Steele, 


Geumns, On Thursday morni 
of New York, in the 52d year of 

Watier.—On Tuesday, the lst im, Ida, daughter of Dr. 
Tracy E. Waller, aged 7 years. 

Winsitow.—In this city, on the 1st inst., Ella Louise, infant 
daughter of Dr. H. G. and Anna M. Winslow, aged 2 years 
aad 6 months. 

os 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


For the information of those who are not authors, we will 
state that MANUSCRIPT INTENDED FOR PUBLICATION MUST BE 
WRITTEN ON BUT ONE sIDE of the sheet. If greater care was 
taken in the preparation of copy, much trouble would be 
saved to printers, and would rarely or never be 
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Erysipelas... 
Fever, Intermittent 
Fever, Remittent... 
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Violence and Ace’ts 
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—_ehe—___. 
NOTICE. 
American Medical Association. 

The Fifteenth Annual Meeting of the ‘‘ American 
Medical Association,’’ will: be held in the City of 
New York, commencing Tuesday, June 7th, 1864, 
at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

Proprietors of medical journals throughout the 
United States and their Territories are respectfully 
requested to insert the above notice in their issue. 

Guiwo Fugmas, M. D., 
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